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Mission Statement 

 

Willamette Pedestrian Coalition works to improve health in the Portland metro 
area by encouraging walking as part of daily activity and by influencing decisions 

affecting the design of the built environment and the transportation system. We 
work on behalf of all pedestrians, with emphasis on those who most rely on 

walking and transit for reasons of physical and financial ability: the young, the 
old, low income people, immigrants, minorities, and people with disabilities. 

Willamette Pedestrian Coalition advocates for pedestrians throughout the Portland 
metro area. We have members and serve on committees throughout the region. 

Our approach to advocacy is three-pronged: 

 
Advocacy: WPC advocates for pedestrian improvements during land use and 

transportation decision making processes by: 
• Working with agencies and developers to ensure walking opportunities 

are well-located and designed properly. 
• Identifying a list of top 20 pedestrian priority projects with the goal of 

securing funding for five projects in three years. 
 

Empowerment: WPC empowers pedestrians to participate through: 
• Hosting and presenting Pedestrian Legal Clinics and Pedestrian Safety 

Seminars so pedestrians know their rights and know how to walk 
safely 

• Encouraging and training advocates on how to write editorials, serve 

on planning committees, testify at a hearings 
• Providing research and resources on local and national pedestrian 

concerns 
 

Action: WPC demonstrates how walking can be safe and can make tangible 
improvements in people’s health, by: 

• Promoting a walking challenge 
• Partnering with businesses and agencies to provide incentives for 

walking 
• Providing the resources our members need to walk safe and smart 
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